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fpondence between the Sweedifli miriifters, fome pieces of which, that are Period II,
very material!, you have not yet feenj and upon mature confideration of the
contents of thofe letters, of tie prefent difpofition of the king of Sweden*
and of the difunion which prevails among the northern allies, the lords were
all unanimouOy of opinion, that it is of the utmoft confequence to- the fafety
of the nation^ that all pofEble precautions fliould be taken both at Hanover
and in England, to put it out of the power of Sweden to execute the defign
framed by count'Gyilenborg and the Jacobites. As to what can be done abroad
towards diverting the Sweedifli forces, and finding them full employment in
their own country, nothing appears to the lords more effeftuall and defireable
for that purpofe, than clofing with the propofal lately made by the czar, .tranC.
mitted hither by fir John Norris, and mentioned in your letter of the 31 in-ft.
of OSober, for making a defcent from Finland next fpring, which, efpecially if
feconded by a defcent on Schonen at the fame time, will in the opinion of the
lords give the king of Sweden his hands full of bufiriefs, and put him out of
a condition to fpare any forces towards fupporting the caufe of the pretender.
For whi-ch reafon, they think his majefty will be juftified to all mankind, if in
order to avert this blow, and to refcuehis kingdoms from the vifible danger
to which at prefent they ftand expofed, he engages immediateiy to fend into
the Baltick next year a fquadron of men of war fufEcient to cover the pro-*
je&ed defcent from Finland; the fidd fquadron being infiftecl on by the <izar
as a condition neceflary to render that attempt prafticatle. The lords are
indeed unanimoufly of opinion, that conlidering the obftinacy and inveteracy
of the king of Sweden, the poverty and weaknefs of the court of Denmark^
the treachery and corruption of Pruffia, and the little probability there is of
any cordiall and effeftuall affiftance from the emperor at this junQure; there
is fcarce any profpeQ: left of the king's extricating himfelf out of the difficult
ties into which northern affairs have plunged him, without coming to a better
underftanding with the czar: and fince that prince has already gained fuch footing
as makes it impoffible for the king at this time, to force him to fuch terms as
might perhaps be moft for the intereft and peace of the empire, they are hum-
bly of opinion, that his majeily's fervice requires, that the czar fliould at this
jundure rather be indulged in fome particulars than irritated to fuch a degree^
as may tempt him to throw himfelf entirely into the notions and fchemes of the
i court of Pruffia, and perhaps of that of France, It is therefore their humble
opinion that all gentle methods ftiould be employed towards perfoading him
to purfue vigoroufly his views agakft Sweden, and fuch encouragement "given
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